
 
 

 
PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA 

 

 

Transportation Commission  

 MEETING DATE 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 
 
MEETING LOCATIONS 

 
 

Join Via Cisco Webex 
https://tempe.webex.com/tempe/j.php?MTID=md11fce5dba9318b26d2a625256a39812 
Event password: pfMxuS3JT67 (73698735 from phones) 
United States Toll+1-408-418-9388                                     
Access Code/Event Number:  2483 433 3482 
 
AND 
 
Tempe Transportation Center  
Don Cassano Community Room 
200 E. Fifth Street, 2nd floor 
Tempe, Arizona, 85281 
 

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER 
ACTION or 

INFORMATION 

1. Public Appearances 
The Transportation Commission welcomes public 
comment for items listed on this agenda. There is a 
three-minute time limit per citizen. 

 
Amanda Nelson, 

Commission Chair  

Information 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes   
The Commission will be asked to review and approve 
meeting minutes from the February 14, 2023 meeting. 

 
Amanda Nelson, 

Commission Chair 

Action 

3. Commission Business 
Chair Amanda Nelson will discuss overall Commission 
decorum and expectations to facilitate discussion and 
ensure all agenda items receive allotted time. 
 

Amanda Nelson, 
Commission Chair 

Information 

4.  Bike Hero Awards 
Staff will request the Commission select a recipient for 
the City’s 2023 Bike Hero Award. 

Sue Taaffe,  
Engineering and Transportation 

Department 

Action 

5. General Plan 2050 – Circulation Chapter 
A presentation will be made updating the Commission 
on the status of the development of the circulation 
chapter of the General Plan 2050. 

Ambika Adhikari, Community 
Development and Lyle Begiebing, 
Engineering and Transportation 

Department 

Information 

6. Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer Bike/Ped 
Improvements Project 
Staff will provide an update on the Kyrene, Roosevelt, 

Lyle Begiebing, Engineering and 
Transportation Department 

Information 



 
 

Farmer Bike/Ped Improvements Project. 

7. Grand Canal Connection Project 
Staff will provide an update eon the Grand Canal 
Project. 

Chase Walman, Engineering and 
Transportation Department 

Information 

8. Department & Regional Transportation Updates  
Staff and commission members will provide 
information on relevant meetings and events. 

Engineering & Transportation 
Department Staff  and 

Transportation Commissioners 

Information 

9. Future Agenda Items  
Commission may request future agenda items. 

Amanda Nelson, 
Commission Chair 

Information  

According to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, the Transportation Commission may only discuss matters listed on the 
agenda.  The city of Tempe endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours 
advance notice, special assistance is available at public meetings for sight and/or hearing-impaired persons. Please call 350-
4311 (voice) or for Relay Users: 711 to request an accommodation to participate in a public meeting.  



 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Tempe Transportation Commission held on Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 7:30 a.m. via 
Cisco Webex and at the Tempe Transportation Center located at 200 E. Fifth Street, Tempe AZ 85281. 
 
(MEMBERS) Present: 
Stevie Milne 
Dawn Hocking 
Amanda Nelson  
Robert Miller 
Paul Hubbell  
Bobbie Cassano 
 

  Pam Goronkin  
  David A. King 
  Brian Fellows 
  JC Porter 
  Peter Schelstraete 
  David Sokolowski 
 

(MEMBERS) Absent:  
James Dwyer                    Susan Conklu 
Alana Chavez Langdon 
                
City Staff Present: 
Shelly Seyler, Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 
Robert Yabes, Principal Planner 
Sue Taaffe, Senior Management Assistant  
Laura Kajfez, Neighborhood Services Specialist 
Keith Burke, Deputy City Manager 
Cathy Hollow, City Traffic Engineer 
Shauna Warner, Neighborhood Program Manager 
Julian Dresang, Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director  

Bonnie Richardson, Principal Planner 
TaiAnna Yee, Public Information Officer 
Lyle Begiebing, Transportation Planner 
Sam Stevenson, Interim Transit Manager  
Eric Iwersen, Interim Chief of Staff 
Chase Walman, Senior Transportation Planner 
Abel Gunn, Transportation Financial Analyst 
Mike Hayes, Lieutenant 

 
Guests Present:  
Katie Boligitz      Kendra Flory 
John Federico      Jack Ketchman 
Hannah Moulton Belec      Julie Bufkin      
          
Commission Chair JC Porter called the meeting to order at 7:31 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances 
Hannah Moulton Belec commented on agenda item # 5 regarding the difficulty of crossing Southern Avenue at 
College Avenue on a bicycle, incorporating adaptive streets concepts, and implementing safety measures.  
 
Kendra Flory commented on agenda item # 5. Specifically adding adaptive street concepts along College Avenue, 
reducing speeds/traffic along the corridor and prioritizing pedestrians and bicyclists over cars.  
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Julie Bufkin commented on agenda item # 5. Julie commented on the high speeds along College Avenue and the 
need to reduce speeds and incorporate adaptive street concepts as a way to mitigate traffic.  
 
Katie Boligitz commented on agenda item # 5. Specifically, Katie mentioned the speeds along College Avenue, the 
need for enforcement, education and designing the street to lower the speed of vehicles.  
 
Agenda Item 2 – Minutes 
JC Porter introduced the minutes of the December 13, 2022 meeting of the Transportation Commission and asked 
for a motion for approval. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Paul Hubbell 
Second:  Commissioner Peter Schelstraete 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners 
Stevie Milne 
Amanda Nelson  
Paul Hubbell  
Bobbie Cassano 
Peter Schelstraete  
 
Abstained: Dawn Hocking and Robert Miller 
 

  Pam Goronkin  
  Brian Fellows 
  JC Porter 
  David Sokolowski 
   
 
 

Agenda Item 3 – Commission Business 
JC Porter welcomed new Commissioners Stevie Milne and Robert Miller. Commissioners Milne and Miller shared 
their backgrounds and interests in Tempe transportation. 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Commission Business 
JC Porter asked Commissioners for suggested nominations to consider for Chair and Vice Chair positions.  
 
A motion was made to nominate Amanda Nelson to serve as Transportation Commission Chair. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Pam Goronkin 
Second:  Commissioner Paul Hubbell 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners 
Stevie Milne 
Down Hocking 
Amanda Nelson  
Robert Miller 
Paul Hubbell  
Bobbie Cassano 
 

  Pam Goronkin  
  David A. King 
  Brian Fellows 
  JC Porter 
  Peter Schelstraete 
  David Sokolowski 
 

A motion was made to nominate Dawn Hocking to serve as Transportation Commission Vice Chair. 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Bobbie Cassano 
Second:  Commissioner Pam Goronkin 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners 
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Stevie Milne 
Down Hocking 
Amanda Nelson  
Robert Miller 
Paul Hubbell  
Bobbie Cassano 
 

  Pam Goronkin  
  David A. King 
  Brian Fellows 
  JC Porter 
  Peter Schelstraete 
  David Sokolowski 
 

Amanda Nelson asked Commissioners for a motion to hold the 2023 Transportation Commission meetings on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 a.m.  
 
Motion:  Commissioner Dawn Hocking 
Second:  Commissioner Bobbie Cassano 
 
Decision:  Approved by Commissioners 
Stevie Milne 
Down Hocking 
Amanda Nelson  
Robert Miller 
Paul Hubbell  
Bobbie Cassano 
 

  Pam Goronkin  
  David A. King 
  Brian Fellows 
  JC Porter 
  Peter Schelstraete 
  David Sokolowski 
 

 
Agenda Item 5 – Speeding College Avenue between Apache and US 60 
Mike Hayes made a presentation about the organizational structure of the City’s traffic bureau. Topics also included: 

• Background 

• Community policing model 

• Team areas 

• Safety corridors 

• SEMS (Selective Enforcement Motorcycle Squad) 

• College Avenue enforcement 

• How to make a SEMS Complaint 

• Next steps 
 

Discussion included education/social media campaign, signage, speed cushions, and the installation of new lit speed 
limit signage along College Avenue. 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Vehicle Compliance Adjacent to High Schools  
Mike Hayes and Cathy Hollow made a presentation about vehicle compliance adjacent to high schools. Topics 
included: 

• Background 

• Antidotal information 

• SEMS 
 

Discussion included adding flashing speed limit signs adjacent to middle and elementary schools, compliance issues, 
adaptive streets, and the history of flashing speed limit signs near high schools. 
 
Agenda Item 7 – Upcoming Transportation Public Meetings & Announcements 
David Sokolowski provided an update on the General Plan 2050 working group meetings.  
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Shelly Seyler announced that Robert Yabes is retiring on March 14. She also announced that Sam Stevenson will be 
the interim Transit Manager while Eric Iwersen is the interim Chief of Staff. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Future Agenda Items 
Brian Fellows requested that the following topics be added to the agenda: 

• Maricopa Association of Governments and USDOT grant opportunities 

• Roundabouts (data and future plans) 

• Transportation Demand Management 
 
The following future agenda items have been previously identified by the Commission or staff: 
 

• March 14  
1. Smith Road Improvements  
2. Valley Metro Security Intercept Survey  
3. Curb Management Study 
4. General Plan 2050 – Circulation Element 

• April 11  
1. ADA Transition Plan and recently completed ADA facilities – 
2. Streetcar Fare implementation  
3. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design  
4. Grand Canal Connection Project  

• May 9  
1. Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer Bike/Ped Improvements Project (formally called North/South Bike/Ped 

Project) 
2. Electrification of Tempe’s industrial warehouses that are served by MHDVs 
3. General Plan 2050 – Circulation Element 

• June 13  
o Personal Delivery Devices 

• July 11  

• August 14 
o Transportation Master Plan 

• September 12 

• October 10 
1. Annual Report 

• November 14 
1. Annual Report 

• December 12 
1. Commission Business 

• TBD: Bike Bait (once program resumes) 

• TBD: University and College Underpass 

• TBD: Alameda Drive Streetscape Project (before and after) 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for March 14, 2023. The meeting was adjourned 8:50 a.m. 
 
Prepared by: Sue Taaffe 
Reviewed by: Shelly Seyler 



MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Transportation Commission 
 
FROM:  Sue Taaffe, Senior Management Assistant (480-350-8663) 

DATE: April 11, 2023 

SUBJECT: 2023 Bike Hero Award 

    

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this memo is to request that the Commission select a recipient for the city’s annual Bike Hero Award. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
Select a 2023 Bike Hero recipient. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The purpose of the Tempe Bike Hero Award is to celebrate bicycling in Tempe, increase awareness of bicycling as 
an alternative mode of transportation, promote bicycling as an environmentally-friendly recreational activity and 
illustrate the dedication of Tempe residents and organizations to bicycling.  
 
Award criteria include: 

• Individuals who live or work in Tempe. 

• Tempe-based organizations. 

• Demonstration of how the nominee promotes bicycling in Tempe including listing his/her or the 
organization’s achievements and contributions to bicycling along with specific instances of bicycle advocacy.  
Contributions that could qualify for the award include, but aren’t limited to, the following: 

o demonstration of using a bicycle as a significant mode of transportation 
o consistent implementation of bike-friendly facilities at a business site 
o organization of bike events 
o bike-friendly elements in facility design 
o bike safety advocacy 
o youth involvement in bicycling 
o advocacy for bicycle-friendly roads 

 
The recipient will be presented with the award at a future Tempe City Council meeting. Nominees include: 
 

1. Jeff Caslake 
2. Kelli Schmidt 
3. Mark McWhirter 
4. JC Tover 
5. Bike Saviours 
6. Sonoran University 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Nominations 

 





































MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Transportation Commission 
FROM:  Ambika Adhikari, Principal Planner; and Jacob Payne, Planner II 
DATE: April 11, 2023 
SUBJECT: Update on Tempe Tomorrow – General Plan 2050 preparation process 
     
 
PURPOSE:  
This memo provides an update on the preparation of Tempe Tomorrow – General Plan 2050 including an overview 
of the feedback on the Circulation Chapter. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
Tempe Tomorrow – General Plan 2050 
Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) 9-461.06 requires that a municipality’s General Plan be readopted or a new or 
updated General Plan be adopted and voter-approved every ten years. Based on the Council adoption of the General 
Plan 2040 in December 2013, and its voter ratification in May 2014, the General Plan 2050 will need to be adopted 
by the Council before December 2023, and put to the voters before May 2024. 
 
Staff has been working on the development of General Plan 2050 since March 2022. Towards this goal, staff has 
conducted a robust outreach to the public and stakeholders, and has held several meetings and conducted surveys 
to gather their inputs. The Council-appointed Community Working Group (CWG) has provided guidance and advise 
in the preparation of the General Plan, and the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) has provided detailed input for its 
contents. 
 
The draft GP 2050 provides the vision, goals, strategies, land use and residential density guidance towards achieving 
the required growth while enhancing Tempe’s livability, sustainability, and resilience. Themes woven into the GP 2050 
include developing Tempe as a leader in urban living; expanding pockets of urban activity centers or innovation 
“hubs”; and enhancing pedestrian, bike, and transit connections to produce a “20-minute City”, and make Tempe a 
leader in cultural, sustainable, and climate-friendly policies. 
 
Circulation Chapter 
The purpose of the Circulation Chapter is to guide the future development of a city-wide multi-modal transportation 
system integrated with the City’s land use, and sustainability and resilience plans, and community needs.  The chapter 
identifies existing bicycle routes and facilities, pedestrian ways, existing freeways, arterial and collector streets, transit 
services and routes including light rail and streetcar, rail facilities including commuter rail and freight rail, air 
transportation, aviation, and other transportation issues as they relate to land use.  
 
The Circulation elements are aligned primarily with the Tempe City Council priorities “Quality of Life”, “Sustainable 
Growth and Development.” and “Safe and Secure Facilities.  
 
The Chapter includes the following four elements: 

• Pedestrian and Bikeways 

• Transit 

• Travelways 

• Parking and Access Management 
 



 
GP 2050 CONTENTS 
The draft General Plan will include the following 
chapters. 
 
LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT CHAPTER 
ELEMENTS 

• Land Use* 

• Community Design* 

• Neighborhood Preservation and Revitalization* 

• Redevelopment* 

• Housing* 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CHAPTER 
ELEMENTS 

• Growth Area* 

• Cost of Development* 
 

CIRCULATION CHAPTER ELEMENTS 

• Pedestrian and Bikeways* 

• Transit* 

• Travelways * 

• Parking and Access Management* 
 

ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION CHAPTER 
ELEMENTS 

• Conservation* 

• Environmental Planning* 

• Water Resources* 
 
OPEN SPACE, RECREATION AND CULTURAL 
AMENITIES CHAPTER ELEMENTS 

• Open Space* 

• Recreation* 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES CHAPTER 
ELEMENTS 

• Public Buildings and Facilities* 

• Public Services* 

• Municipal Court* 

• Safety* 
 
Additional Elements in Tempe’s GP 2050 

• Historic Preservation  

• Economic Development  

• Aviation 

• Climate Change and Extreme Heat  

• Public Art and Cultural Amenities

PUBLIC OUTREACH AND FEEDBACK 
Staff has conducted numerous outreach events through meetings, open houses, attending community events, and 
surveys. Some examples are provided below. 
 

• June/July 2022: Kick-off survey 

• October 26, 2022, at Legoland Center – hands-on workshop 

• October/November 2023 - Survey 

• January 19, 2022 - Public Open House, and survey 

• January/February – Survey 

• January/February – 10 Art in the Park events 

• February 23, 28 – Focus Group meetings 

• March 14, 2023 – Meeting with Apache ALS Community 

• March 27, 203 – Two public meetings, and survey 
 
MAJOR FEEDBACKS INCLUDING FOR CIRCULATION 
The following are the major ideas about circulation we have heard from the public. 
 

• Access & Proximity (i.e., amenities within 
walking/biking distance) 

• Accessibility to buildings, open spaces, 
amenities 

• A mix of housing types & prices 
• Blue Zones (healthy regions) 
• Desert Plants 

• Historic Preservation 
• Local agriculture/food 
• Mixed-use spaces and districts 
• Multigenerational living 
• Affordable housing 
• Avoiding gentrification 
• Protection of birds of prey 
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• Nature always close by 
• Public Art 
• Renewable Energy 
• Spaces for people  
• Transit including BRT on Rural Rd., 

Broadway 
• Trees and shade 
• Shade equity 
• Walkability 
• Water, and  its conservation 
• Welcoming Community 

• Drone  technology 
• 20-minute city (from any residence) 
• 20-minute neighborhoods 
• Land use hubs 
• Mobility hubs 
• Access with walking/biking  
• Accessibility, ADA 
• BRT (Bus Rapid Transit) on Rural, Broadway 
• Expansion of circulator transit 
• Trees and shade for bikers, pedestrian 

 
 

GP 2050 DEVELOPMENT AND ADOPTION SCHEDULE  
The following is a schedule for the adoption of GP 2050. 

 

 
 
MORE INFORMATION 
This exciting community-driven process is a great opportunity to help shape the future of Tempe. Questions or 
comments on Tempe Tomorrow – General Plan 2050 can be directed to 2050@tempe.gov. 
 
Staff contacts: 

1. Ambika_adhikari@tempe.gov 
2. Jacob_payne@tempe.gov 
3. Shauna_warner@tempe.gov 
4. Brenda_clark@tempe.gov.  

 
Additional information is available at the GP 2050 website. 
 
--End-- 

mailto:2050@tempe.gov
mailto:Ambika_adhikari@tempe.gov
mailto:Jacob_payne@tempe.gov
mailto:Shauna_warner@tempe.gov
mailto:Brenda_clark@tempe.gov
https://www.tempe.gov/government/city-clerk-s-office/boards-and-commissions/active-boards-commissions-committees-and-other-public-bodies/tempe-tomorrow-general-plan-2050-community-working-group
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• What is a General Plan?
• How is Tempe Tomorrow: 

General Plan 2050 being 
developed?

• What have we heard so far?
• Feedback  on Circulation 

Chapter
• Next steps

Overview
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GP 2050 Preparation and Adoption Schedule



What Will Tempe Tomorrow
General Plan 2050 Cover?
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Overview of Tempe Tomorrow: General Plan 2050

• The overarching policy document 
related to development and growth.

• Reflects community’s vision for how 
the community wants to grow and 
change over the next 30 years. 

• Guides Tempe in land use; 
infrastructure; economic 
development; historic preservation; 
art; cultural amenities; environment; 
and services.

5
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Conceptual
Planning Hierarchy 



7

How is Tempe Tomorrow -
General Plan 2050 being Developed?
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• Reference to Tempe’s previous General Plans
• Guidance and input from Council appointed Community 

Working Group (CWG) – 17 members
• Input from the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) – 70 members 
• Input from the community at large; and stakeholders
• Suggestions from surrounding communities
• Guidance, advice from boards, commission and the City Council
• Online surveys, public meetings, and hold conversations with 

community members & stakeholders. 
• Meetings with specialized groups, e.g., non-profits, affordable 

housing, environmental, & others.
• Public meetings/Open houses.
• Input at neighborhood, and specialized events.

How is Tempe Tomorrow General Plan 2050 being Developed?
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Community Workshop & Survey
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Community Member Feedback - Common Themes  

•Access & Proximity
•Accessibility
•A mix of housing types & prices
•Blue Zones (healthy regions)
•Desert Plants
•Drone Technologies
•Historic Preservation
•Local agriculture/food
•Mixed-use spaces and districts
•Multigenerational living
•Affordable housing
•Gentrification
•Protection of birds of prey

•Nature always close by
•Public Art
•Renewable Energy
•Spaces for people 
•Transit including BRT on Rural Rd., 
Broadway
•Trees and shade
•Shade equity
•Walkability
•Water features
•Water Recycling
•Welcoming Community



Community Workshop & Survey
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Community Member Feedback – Circulation Themes



Community Workshop & Survey
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Community Member Feedback – Circulation Themes



• 7 Chapters, and Appendices
✓Introduction 

✓Land Use and Development including Amendments 
to the Plan

✓Economic Development 

✓Circulation

✓Sustainability and Resilience

✓Open Space, Recreation, and Cultural Amenities

✓Public facilities and Services

✓Appendices

• 20 Arizona Mandated Elements

• 6 Additional Elements

13

Tempe Tomorrow - General Plan 2050 Draft Table of Contents



Review of Public Input to Date and 
Seeking More Feedback
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Initial Survey
June 1-July 1, 2022

• 10 Questions, 356 respondents

• Ranking of preferences

• Community’s vision for 2050

• Element ranking, open-
ended/aspirational

15

Kickoff Survey



Community Workshop & Survey
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Community Workshop & Survey

• Hands-on Workshop on 
October 26, 2022, at 
Legoland Discovery Center

• 153 attendees

• Survey. October 21 –
November 9, 2022

• 115 responses



Community Workshop & Survey
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Public Open House & Survey

• Public open house on January 
19, 2023, at Tempe History 
Museum & via Zoom

• Total 43 attendees

• Survey. January 19 – February 
5, 2023

• 420 responses



Community Workshop & Survey
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Art in the Park, 2023 Program

• End of January to end of February, 2023

• Meetings were held three times a week at various park 
locations

• A General Plan booth was established at the Art in the 
Park Program

• GP 2050 staff made contact and interactions with more 
than 1,000 individuals

• Feedback was received from different age groups 
including from children
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Community Member Feedback – Meeting Images



Community Workshop & Survey
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Focus Group Meetings

Feb 23, 2023

Non-profit Groups via Zoom

Around 11 attendees

February 28, 2023

Business Groups

Around 12 Attendees



Community Workshop & Survey
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Meeting with Apache ASL Trails Community

March 14, 2023

10 attendees

Discussion and questions and 
answers with the help of two 
ASL interpreters



Community Workshop & Survey
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4th Public Meeting – Review of Land Use Maps

March 27, 2023

Noon – 18 attendees

6 PM : 11 Attendees

Review of three scenarios of the 
Land Use + Residential Density 
Maps

4th Survey Open march 27 –
April 9, 2023
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Land Use Map Drafts



24

Land Use Map Scenarios

• General Plan Land Use Maps show 
projected land uses for different areas of 
the city for the 30 years timeframe.

• The General Plan Land Use designation do 
not change zoning on a site. However, the 
designations provide a basis for future 
rezoning applications.
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Land Use Map Scenarios

• In General Plan 2040, land use and residential densities were shown in two maps: 

 Land Use

Residential Density →
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Land Use Map Scenarios

• For Tempe Tomorrow –
General Plan 2050, these 
two maps will be combined 
as one for easier reading 
and interpretation. Most AZ 
cities use a single land use 
and residential density map. 

• For reference, the GP2040 
combined land 
use/residential density map 
is shown on the right.
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Land Use Map Scenarios

• Three scenarios for the Tempe Tomorrow – General Plan 2050 Land Use Map 
are shown on the following slides.

• All maps use the following land use designations.
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Land Use Scenarios

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3
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Next Steps
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Upcoming Outreach & Meetings

• 4th Survey open from March 27 - April 9, 
2023 on Tempe Forum

• Council Work Study Session 04/27/2023
• Draft Plan Release on May 2023
• Presentations at Boards and Commissions 

(April-June, 2023)
• Community meetings to review the draft 

General Plan (May 2023)
• DRC Meetings in June 27 & July 25
• Council Meetings: August 10, & August 24
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Staff Contacts

Planning

• Ambika Adhikari – Ambika_Adhikari@tempe.gov

• Jacob Payne – Jacob_Payne@tempe.gov

Neighborhood Services

• Shauna Warner – Shauna_Warner@tempe.gov

• Brenda Clark – Brenda_Clark@tempe.gov

mailto:Ambika_Adhikari@tempe.gov
mailto:Jacob_Payne@tempe.gov
mailto:%20Shauna_Warner@tempe.gov
mailto:%20Brenda_Clark@tempe.gov
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Lyle Begiebing Transportation Planner, 480-350-2897 

DATE:  April 11, 2023 

SUBJECT: Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer Bike/Ped Improvements Project 

ITEM #:  6   

  

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this memo is to provide the Commission with a review of the draft 30% design of the Kyrene, Roosevelt, Farmer 
Bike/Ped Improvements Project which is proposing to connect the Western Canal Path at Kiwanis Park, to University Drive in 
downtown Tempe. The project’s proposed improvements include protected and buffered bike lanes, 2-way cycle track , ADA 
directional ramps, upgraded crossings, ped signal on Baseline Rd, new sidewalks, wayfinding signage 
landscape, and lighting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
Information only.  
 
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITY: 

• Performance Measure 3.26 - 20 Minute City 
• Performance Measure 3.14/ 4.7 - ADA Transition Plan 

• Performance Measure 1,08 - Vision Zero 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
In June 2010, Tempe began to develop a preliminary design concept for the North/ South Rail Spur Multi-use path located 
along the Union Pacific Rail Road (UPRR) corridor from University Drive to Knox Road. In 2012 the City of Tempe received a 
Design Assistance Grant from the Maricopa Association of Governments to study the full corridor extents of the project 
(University Drive to Knox Road, an alignment originally selected by MAG). That process concluded with a Narrative Report 
entailing a preliminary design recommendation in January 2015. Following completion of the preliminary design, the City then 
applied for CMAQ funds to complete design and construction of the project. A design team was hired in 2017 to develop and 
design construction documents for a buildable project that strives to provide a safe and low-stress north/south bicycle facility 
that spans the city limits. The 2015 Transportation Master Plan supports the implementation of this project including identifying 
the pathway in the Recommended Bicycle Pedestrian Improvements 2040 map and project list.   
 
Two public meetings were held on October 3rd and 13th, 2018 to introduce the project, present the 30% design drawings, and 
collect public feedback on the project direction. 
 
Due to UPPRR ROW constriants, cultural resource testing, and estimated costs totaling 3+ million, the original alignment had 
to be changed to not utilize the rail corridor. The new alternative alignment was approved by Council in 2019 and approved by 
MAG in 2021.. There will be two future meetings to solicit feedback from the public on the draft 30% designs at two meetings 
 

• Wednesday, April 19 |  12pm Zoom meeting 

• Wednesday, April 19 |  6-7 p.m. 
Childsplay Theatre Company Rehearsal Hall 
900 S. Mitchell Drive 
 

Additional public meetings are anticipated to be held in the fall of 2024. It is anticipated that the final design will be completed 
summer 2024, with construction beginning late 2024. 
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FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: MAKE SURE THIS MATCHES CIP 
Design: 
$293,888 Transit Tax (Preliminary Design) 
$578,714 Transit Tax (Final Design) 
 
Construction: 
$2,315,065 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant  
$235,738 Local Match (Transit Tax) 
$35,754 Development Impact Fees 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. PowerPoint 
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Cost Factors One Time Cost Annual Cost

UPRR Design Review - PE Agreements $ 225,000

UPRR Crossing Design $ 550,000

UPRR Crossing Construction $ 1,100,000

UPRR Easement - unknown TBD TBD

Environmental - testing and monitoring $ 1,500,000

Annual Crossing Maintenance $ - $ 50,000

SUBTOTAL FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND UPRR $ 3,375,000 $ 50,000

Design and Construction Costs identified in CIP $ 3,035,899 $ 10,500

TOTAL $ 6,410,899 $ 60,500

•

•
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Chase Walman, Sr. Transportation Planner, 480-858-2072 

DATE:  April 11, 2023 

SUBJECT: Grand Canal Connection Project 

ITEM #:  7   

  

PURPOSE:  
The purpose of this memo is to provide the Commission with a review of the draft 30% design of the Grand Canal Connection 
Project which is proposing to connect the Rio Salado North Bank, Crosscut Canal, and Grand Canal Paths. The project’s 
proposed improvements include a rest node, lighting, landscaping, new crosswalks, buffered bike lanes, a concrete multi-use 
path, and a new pedestrian signal at Mill Avenue. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
Information only.  
 
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITY: 

• Performance Measure 3.26 - 20 Minute City 
• Performance Measure 3.14 - ADA Transition Plan 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
The Grand Canal Connection Project  is identified in Tempe’s Transportation Master Plan and in 2018, the 
Commission recommended staff put forward an application for the project to compete for Maricopa Association 
of Governments (MAG) Design Assistance funding. Tempe was ultimately awarded $67,500 to develop a 
preliminary project assessment report and design concepts connecting Rio Salado North Bank Path with the 
Grand Canal Path.  
 
In 2019, public meetings were held to gather feedback on the preliminary design concepts and a cost estimate 
was developed for the whole corridor.  With the completed preliminary design report and cost estimate, staff 
pursued federal grant funding for not only the connections of the Rio Salado North Bank Path and Grand Canal, 
but also pursued additional funding for a third connection to the Crosscut Canal Path.  Tempe was awarded the 
grant requests for both design and construction totalling $2,304,914 in grant funding. 
 
In the Summer of 2022, the City, in partnership with ADOT, retained design consultant NFra to develop the final 
construction plans, specifications, and estimates for the project. Two public meetings were be held October 24th, 
2022 to receive feedback on the preliminary 15% design alternatives. Following the feedback received, the 
design has been revised and is now ready to be presented to solicit additional feedback on at two upcoming 
public meetings: 

 

• Mon., April 17 at noon. 
Virtually via Zoom, tempe.gov/grandcanal 

• Mon., April 17 at 5:30p. 
In-person at Field Services Assembly Hall located at 55 S. Priest Dr, Tempe. 

 
It is anticipated that the final design will be completed Spring 2024, with construction beginning Fall 2024. 
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FISCAL IMPACT or IMPACT TO CURRENT RESOURCES: 
Design: 
$82,500 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant (Preliminary Design) 
$372.485 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant (Final Design) 
$21,231 Local Match (Transit Tax) 
Construction: 
$1,932,429 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Grant  
$110,148 Local Match (Transit Tax) 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
PowerPoint 
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This Project

4 
Connections 

1. Rio N. Bank to Washington St via Priest Drive

2. Grand Canal to Washington St via 56th Street

3. Crosscut Canal to Grand Canal via off-street path 
behind “first solar building parking garage”

4. Rio N. Bank to Grand Canal via Lake View Drive



Landscape Palette



Lighting



Widening the east sidewalk from 8-ft to 10-ft

High visibility striping and signage at all 
pedestrian crossing locations

Relocating existing pedestrian concrete barrier 
and lighting

Upgrade pedestrian ramps to be ADA 
compliant

Connects directly to Rio Salado North Bank 
Path with bike lanes at Washington St and 
Grand Development: directly connecting to the 
Grand Canal Path.

Priest Drive Improvements



Priest Drive Improvements



Priest Drive Improvements



Priest Drive Improvements



110’’ concretee pathh withh 

lightingg andd 

landscapingg fromm endd 

off Tempee Grandd Canall 

too 56th Stt Cul-de-sac

Bufferedd bikee laness 

fromm 56th Cul-de-sacc 

too Washingtonn St.

Grand Canal to Washington St via 56th Street



Grand Canal to Washington St via 56th Street



Crosscut Canal to Grand Canal via off-street path behind “first solar building parking garage”

110’’ widee concretee multi-
usee pathh withh lightingg 
andd landscaping.. 

Connectss onn thee westt too 
ann existingg lightt raill 
pedestriann signal,, andd too 
aa newlyy proposedd 
pedestriann signall att Milll 
Avenuee too thee east.



Crosscut Canal to Grand Canal via off-street path behind “first solar building parking garage”



Providing ADA-Compliant access from 
Mill/Curry Sidewalk to Rio Salado 
North Bank Path

High visibility striping and signage at 
all pedestrian crossing locations

Re-striping to provide buffered bike 
lanes on each side of the roadway

Upgrade pedestrian ramps to ADA 
compliance

Direct access to Washington Street 
Grand Canal Path entrance from Rio 
Salado North Bank Path

Lake View Drive Improvements



Lake View Drive Improvements



Lake View Drive Improvements



Lake View Drive Improvements



Rest Node at Lake View Drive



Next Steps



Next Steps

Transportation Commission OOctoberr 2022

Public Meetings Round 1 OOctoberr 25th 2022

Transportation Commission Round 2 

Current

Public Meetings Round 2 AAprill 17th,, 2023

60% Design AAugust 2023

Final Plans, Specs, & Estimates Anticipated  

Springg 2023

Anticipated Construction Start FFall 2024

chasewa
Rectangle
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Tempe Transportation Commission            

FROM:   Shelly Seyler, Deputy Engineering & Transportation Director 

DATE:  April 11, 2023 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items 

ITEM #:   9 

PURPOSE:  
The Chair will request future agenda items from the Commission members. 
 
RECOMMENDATION OR DIRECTION REQUESTED: 
This item is for information only. 
 

• May 9  
1. ADA Transition Plan and Recently Completed ADA Facilities  
2. Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design  
3. Smith Road Improvements  
4. Curb Management Study  

• June 13  
1. TMA and TDM  
2. MAG and USDOT Grants 
3. General Plan 2050 – Circulation Element  
4. Valley Metro Security Intercept Survey  

• July 11 – CANCEL? 

• August 8  
1. Transportation Master Plan 
2. Roundabouts  
3. Personal Delivery Devices  

• September 12  
1. College and University Underpass Project  
2. Alameda Drive Streetscape Project  

• October 10  
1. Annual Report  

• November 14  
o Annual Report  

• December 12  
o Commission Business 

• January 9  
o Commission Business 
o Traffic Bureau Update  

• TBD: Bike Bait (once program resumes – still on hold) 

• TBD: Streetcar Fare Implementation  

• TBD: CIP Updates 
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