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Agenda

• Character area 
planning process 

• Public consultation 
overview

• Draft plan highlights
• Next steps & timeline
• Feedback, Q and A



Character Area 
Planning Process



What is a Character Area?

• Common design, land use and 
commercial characteristics distinct 
from neighboring areas.

• Has similarities in age of housing, 
styles of architecture, street patterns, 
landscaping, landmarks, and/or 
physical barriers.



Planning status of Character Areas:
• Completed:
      (CA 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8)
• In progress: 
      (CA 6)
• To be completed:
      (CA 2)

CA 6 map with boundaries 



Character Areas

• Eight in Tempe
• Important for Tempe
• Plans are policy documents, not 

regulatory
• Serve as reference for reviewing 

development proposals
• Community’s long-term guiding 

plans



Southwest Tempe 
Character Area Data



City-wide Stats for Comparison (2023)
CA-6 Tempe (2022)

Planning Area (including 0.12 sq. miles of 
county islands)

6.21 sq. miles 40.1 sq. miles

Population 28,450 185,950 

Median Age 33.6 29.5 years

Median Household Income $72,769 $64,080 (2020 $) 

Housing Units 12,630 83,039

High School diploma or higher degree 94% 93%

Owner/Renter Occupied Units 30%/70% 40%/60%



Area Traits and Images



Area Highlights - Observation
•Multi-family Residential
•Single-Family Residential
•Arizona Cardinals
•Autoplex: Car Dealership
•Big Boxes: Arizona Mills, IKEA, Costco
•Canals: Western, Highline Lateral, Kyrene Branch
•Emerald Center
•Industrial Uses
•SRP Generating Station
•Tempe Sports Complex, Arizona Cardinal HQ
•Union Pacific Railway tracks
•Vacant Sites 
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AREA WIDE IMAGES
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AREA WIDE IMAGES
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AREA WIDE IMAGES
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AREA WIDE IMAGES



Public Outreach 
Process Highlights



Public Input Opportunities

Phase I - Kickoff
• 1/24-2/16 - Open Survey, 117 responses
• 1/24 - Virtual kickoff meeting
• 1/24 - Kickoff meeting at Wood Elementary School 
• 1/25  - Tempe Sports Complex Dog Park Info Table
• 1/27 -  Highline Canal Path Info Table
• 2/8 - Pepperwood Plaza Info Table
• 2/15 - Celaya Park Info Table

Phase 2 - Dotocracy
• 3/1-4/1 - Open Survey, 111 responses
• 3/1 -  Virtual “Dotocracy” meeting 
• 3/2  - “Dotocracy” meeting at Celaya Park
• 3/5 – Senior community focus group
• 3/8 – Business focus group
• 3/8 – Faith and nonprofit focus group
• 3/14 & 3/21 - Pepperwood Plaza, Campbell Park & 

apartment communities



Public Input Opportunities
Phase 2 continued
• 3/6 - Neighborhood Advisory Commission
• 3/12 - Transportation Commission
• 3/13 - Historic Preservation Commission 
• 3/18 - Sustainability and Resilience Commission
• 3/20 Parks, Recreation, Golf, and Double Butte Cemetery Advisory Board
• 3/26 Development Review Commission
• Municipal Arts Commission (online outreach)

Phase 3 – Draft Plan
• 6/15-7/22 - Open Survey, 59 responses
• 6/24 - Virtual Draft Plan meeting
• 6/24 – In-person meeting at Tempe Public Library
• 6/21 – Online outreach to all involved in previous phases and Neighborhood Advisory Commission, 

Transportation Commission, Historic Preservation Commission, Sustainability and Resilience 
Commission, Parks, Recreation, Golf, and Double Butte Cemetery Advisory Board, Development Review 
Commission, Municipal Arts Commission 

• 7/10-7/11 – Outreach at area apartments
• 7/15 – Campbell Park outreach



What We Heard – Common Themes
• Aging-in-place and volunteer opportunities for seniors
• Addition/improvement of sidewalks - lighting, flashing “hawk” lights for crossing
• Canal-side trails/multi-use paths (canal-oriented design, more path signage)
• Drone and bike delivery technologies
• Enhanced streetscapes (shade, bus shelters, landscaping)
• Heat mitigation strategies (shade, bus shelters)
• Housing affordability & opportunities for entry-level home ownership
• Minimize transportation noise (freeways/construction)
• Mobility/connectivity (expanded circulator routes, accessible info on circulators)
• More art
• Park enhancements (playground equipment, shade, water)
• Signage for contact for graffiti and other nuisances
• Sustainability measures (solar shades, building orientation, natural building 

materials)
• Support for historic preservation

Public Input Summaries with detailed feedback received:
tempe.gov/CharacterAreas



Draft Plan Overview &
Example Principles



Table of Contents
A. Introduction, Location 

A.1. Introduction To The Character Area 
A.2. County Islands Inside The Character Area 
A.3. Adjoining Jurisdictions To The Character Area 

B. Purpose Of The Plan 
C. Major Traits Of The Southwest Tempe Character Area
 
D. Brief History Of The Southwest Tempe Character Area
 
E. Plan Development Through Public Process 
F. Planning, Design, And Placemaking Goals And Principles

F.1. Climate Change And Extreme Heat Management 
F.2. Green Infrastructure And Green Building 
F.3. Energy Conservation 
F.4. Landscape And Shade 
F.5. Open Spaces, Public Gathering Spaces 
F.6. Walkable Environment 
F.7. Preserving Neighborhood Character 
F.8. Canal-side Path Design 
F.9. Historic Preservation 
F.10. Mobility And Connectivity 
F.11. High-quality Building Design And Material 
F.12. Affordable Housing And Aging In Place 
F.13. Public Art 
F.14. Public Health-friendly Planning 

G. Appendices



Structure

• PLANNING, DESIGN, AND 
PLACEMAKING GOALS AND 
PRINCIPLES

• Each Element is structured as follows
• Preamble and Goals
• Principles
• Imbedded images
• Example pages follow









Timeline & Next Steps 



Timeline



Draft Review, Revised Draft & 
Adoption Process Dates

• August - Revised draft for public release
• August - Presentations to select commissions
• September 10, 2024 - Hearing for recommendation from the 

Development Review Commission
• October 1, 2024 - Hearing for Council Adoption 



Project Contacts 

PLANNING

Ambika Adhikari
ambika_adhikari@tempe.gov

Jacob Payne
jacob_payne@tempe.gov

Lucas Jensen
lucas_jensen@tempe.gov

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

Shauna Warner
shauna_warner@tempe.gov

Brenda Clark
brenda_clark@tempe.gov

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

April Kroner
april_kroner@tempe.gov



Thank you!
tempe.gov/CharacterAreas
characterareas@tempe.gov
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