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Minutes of the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, August 13, 2013,
6:00 P.M. at Transportation Building, 2nd Floor Don Cassano Room, 200 East Fifth Street, 
Tempe, Arizona.

(MEMBERS) Present:
(MEMBERS) Absent:


Hannah Auckland
Belinda Chiu

Kathy Dietz
Don Calender

Frank Morales
Peter Hodgson
Armando Espinoza
 

Isabel Hochhaus

Jay Scherotter

Thaddeus Swiecki         
 

Dr. Patricia Young  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Diversity Staff Present:
Guests Present:


Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
Andrew Ching, Tempe City Manager

Dee Hodson, Diversity Office Assistant
Mike Horn, Police Lieutenant


Samantha Horn, Community Member

Dan Miller, Senior Museum Curator






Dr. Sajjad Minhas, Mosque Chairperson

Greg Ruiz, Interim Fire Chief


Hans Silberschag, Fire Deputy Chief


Muhammed Zubair, Tempe Mosque Representative

Meeting convened at 6:10 P.M.
Commissioner Espinoza called the meeting to order with an invitation to partake in the Ramadan dinner provided by the Mosque on McClintock and Sahara Restaurant located on the North East corner of McClintock and Southern.
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances

None

Agenda Item 2 – Ramadan Dinner Presentation – Muhammed Zubair

Commissioner Espinoza introduced Tempe City Manager, Andrew Ching who thanked the commissioners for their work and the Mosque for providing the Ramadan dinner. 
Commissioner Espinoza then introduced Muhammed Zubair with the Tempe Mosque, Masjid, located at 6225 S. McClintock.  Muhammed introduced founding Mosque member Dr. Sajjad Minhas and thanked the Human Relations Commission for their continued good work.  Muhammed spoke of the world becoming a better place by emphasizing diversity.  Muhammed said corporations realize the importance of diversity in maximizing their profits and effectiveness.  Muhammed reported the Mosque on McClintock has been very successful and has grown to approximately 200 families.  
Agenda Item 3 - Consideration of Minutes:  HRC – May 14, 2013 Minutes (Motion Required)

May 14, 2013, HRC Commission Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Dietz to ACCEPT minutes.

Second by Commissioner Morales.

Minutes unanimously APPROVED.

Agenda Item 4 – Challenge Day Update – Jay Scherotter
Commissioner Scherotter passed out the Challenge Day Work Plan explaining work is currently on the first two steps, Stakeholder Enrollment and Securing Funding.  Commissioner Scherotter explained summer has been problematic for meeting scheduling but the beginning of the school year has put things back on track.  Commissioner Scherotter and Commissioner Dietz have worked with Tempe Community Council and have identified two possible funding sources for programs in two Tempe High Schools for fall 2014 programs.  
Small, personal meetings will continue with Tempe Union School Board members and interested parties in the hope of eventually meeting with Dr. Kenneth R. Baca, Tempe Union High School District Superintendent.  Commissioner Scherotter reported everyone who has been exposed to the Challenge Day concept has seen it as both a strategy for change as well as a highly emotional experience.  
Challenge Day officials say the beginning of the school year is the perfect time for a Challenge Day program.  Commissioner Scherotter has had Tempe penciled in on the Challenge Day calendar for September, October or November 2014.  

Commissioner Scherotter reported the singer Alanis Morissette has done a public relations spot for the Challenge Day program and that the Netherland’s government is looking into supporting Challenge Day programs for all their high schools.  
Agenda Item 5 - Diversity Department Update – Rosa Inchausti

A. MLK Brunch, January 20, 2014 volunteer meeting with Ginny Belousek – Monday, August 19, 2013, 4 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room at the Tempe Library.  
B. Regional HRC Meeting Hosted by Chandler – Wednesday, August 21, 2013, at Chandler City Hall, 175 S. Arizona Avenue.  Meeting begins at 6 p.m. with dinner served at 5:30 p.m.
C. Fall Teen Diversity Dialogue Program Update – Tuesday evenings 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. September 17, 2013 – October 22, 2013.  Rosa reported the Adult Diversity Dialogue program is in need of a new facilitator for the spring program.  Recently retired high school teacher, Jan O’Malley was suggested.  Commissioners were invited to send any additional facilitator suggestions to Ginny.   
D. SAVE THE DATE – Tardeada, Sunday October 6, 2013, Noon – 8 p.m.

Commissioner Espinoza reported he will continue to work on the Latino Town Hall and it will be added to the next Human Relations Commission meeting agenda.  
Rosa reported the next meeting’s agenda will also include a Tempe General Plan 2040 presentation by Nancy Ryan, Community Development Project Management Coordinator.  Commissioner Espinoza said that he was a member of the General Plan 2040 board for the last few months and is excited with Tempe’s future plans.  Rosa explained the General Plan 2040 is the vision of what we want Tempe to be in the year 2040.  The development portion of the plan is federally mandated but a variety of Tempe aspects are also included. The general plan includes members from the Human Relations Commission, the Mayor’s Commission on Disability Concerns and the African American Committee rather than only a sampling from Tempe zip codes.        

Next HRC Meeting – September 10, 2013
Motion made by Commissioner Scherotter to adjourn the meeting.

Second by Commissioner Auckland
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 P.M.

Prepared by: Dee Hodson

Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti
__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director

