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Minutes of the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, October 8, 2013,
6:00 P.M. at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 31 East Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona.

(MEMBERS) Present:
(MEMBERS) Absent:


Hannah Auckland 
Belinda Chiu


Don Calender
Isabel Hochhaus
Kathy Dietz
Peter Hodgson

Armando Espinoza
Thaddeus Swiecki

Frank Morales


Jay Scherotter

Dr. Patricia Young  

Diversity Staff Present:
Guests Present:


Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
Nancy Diaz, The Boeing Company Project Manager 
Dee Hodson, Diversity Office Assistant


Meeting convened at 6:12 P.M.
Commissioner Espinoza called the meeting to order and invited members of the public to address the Commission. 

Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances

Commissioner Espinoza introduced Nancy Diaz who is a Project Manager at the Boeing Company.  Nancy is assisting Commissioner Espinoza to develop a Future Leaders Development Project to be discussed at tonight’s meeting at Agenda Item 4.  

Agenda Item 2 - Consideration of Minutes:  HRC – September 10, 2013 Minutes (Motion Required)

September 10, 2013, HRC Commission Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Dietz to ACCEPT minutes.

Second by Commissioner Calender.

Minutes unanimously APPROVED.
Agenda Item 3 – Unity Pledge Discussion – Rosa Inchausti
Rosa explained that Tempe’s Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) had extended an invitation to the Human Relations Commission to support the Unity Pledge either individually or as a commission.  The Unity Pledge created by ONE Community, is a concerted effort to advance workplace equality for LGBT individuals.  Rosa confirmed that ONE Community has been working as LGBT advocates for over five years.  After determining HRC could sign the Unity Pledge without Mayor or Council involvement, the consensus was to sign the pledge.

Motion:  Commissioner Calender moved to support the Unity Pledge by having the Human Relations Commission add their signature.
Second:  Commissioner Auckland
Approved:  Unanimously
Agenda Item 4 – Future Leaders Development Project Proposal  – Armando Espinoza 
Commissioner Espinoza referenced previous discussions regarding the creation of a Latino Town Hall.  Rather than focusing on one specific group, Commissioner Espinoza explained the desire to alter the focus to developing future leaders.  Nancy Diaz explained that as a person new to Arizona, she saw a lack of programming that would get high school students involved in their community.  The Future Leaders Program (FLP) entitled “Empowering Our Youth to Learn, Lead and Engage in Their Communities”, would be a yearlong program for thirty, 10th – 12th grade students.  FLP would incorporate a selection process, orientation, Leadership Conference, mentorships and community projects ending with a graduation.  Although Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematic (STEM) careers would be emphasized, many leadership attributes are universal and enhance all career choices.  
Commissioners Auckland and Scherotter interjected Tempe’s Youth Leadership program as an example of a successful leadership opportunity in Tempe.  The Mayor's Youth Advisory Commission (MYAC) and Sister Cities were also discussed.  Commissioners agreed there is room for multiple programs but it would be wise to determine what is currently being offered.   Commissioner Calender suggested getting on the Executive Tempe Leadership Board agenda.  Commissioner Auckland asked what youth leadership opportunities surrounding cities offer.  Rosa said she would research other cities youth programming.  
Commissioner Espinoza reported the estimated program funding totaled $20,000.  A discussion between Police Chief Ryff and Commissioner Espinoza uncovered the possibility of RICO funds being available for a portion of the program costs.  Commissioners agreed that local businesses, Tempe Chamber, ASU and the East Valley Institute of Technology (EVIT) should be approached for their support. 

Commissioner Espinoza explained that work on FLP would continue after a vote of confidence from the Human Relations Commission.  Commissioner Scherotter asked that Tempe Leadership be contacted for additional information on their program.  Commissioners agreed it was important to confirm FLP was not duplicating current programming.  

Motion:  Commissioner Dietz moved to support further work on the Youth Development Initiative Project with the understanding that Tempe Leadership will be contacted.
Second:  Commissioner Calender
Approved:  Unanimously
Commissioners asked if FLP could be used in conjunction with the Teen Diversity Dialogue program.  The consensus was that although the programs have different focuses, possibly teens from the dialogue program could be involved by adding a leadership component to the Diversity Dialogue program.  
Agenda Item 5 – Challenge Day Update – Jay Scherotter 
Commissioner Scherotter reported progress is continuing towards a fall 2014 Challenge Day.  Commissioner Scherotter has recently joined the Tempe Youth Leadership Board and hopes that experience will assist the preparations for Tempe’s Challenge Day.

One obstacle Commissioner Scherotter is experiencing is to get people to understand the differences between Challenge Day and Rachel’s Challenge.  Rachel’s Challenge was conducted in the Tempe Union High School District (TUHSD) in the last two or three years.  Challenge Day is a program driven more by participant’s personal experiences versus an issue driven program as Rachel’s Challenge does with combating bullying.  Commissioner Scherotter has met with the person who conducted Rachel’s Challenge in TUHSD, Lisa Berkley.  After reviewing Challenge’s Day content, Lisa agreed the two programs have similar intent but saw differences in the content and will be an advocate for answering questions regarding the two programs.  There are currently no Rachel Challenge programs planned in the TUHSD. 

Commission Scherotter reported Marcos de Niza High school has expressed interest in being involved in Challenge Day.  Commissioners Scherotter and Dietz plan to meet soon to consolidate everything that is currently happening in the planning process.  To make Challenge Day a reality, it must be moved forward within the TUHSD.  Commissioner Scherotter hopes to report on TUHSD’s level of support at the next HRC meeting.   
Agenda Item 6 - Diversity Department Update – Rosa Inchausti
      A.  Teen Diversity Dialogue Program – Tuesday evenings 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. September 17, 2013 –          October 22, 2013.  Rosa reported the program is going well.  Diversity Dialogue facilitators have decided to hold one potluck in the spring that will include fall participants. 
      B.  Tardeada Wrap Up – The 2013 Tardeada was very successful.  Rosa thanked commissioners for               their attendance. 
C.  MLK Brunch, January 20, 2014, 9 a.m. – Rosa reported that Matthew Whittaker has been   confirmed as the MLK keynote speaker.  
D.  Hosting Regional HRC Winter Meeting  – Rosa said Tempe has volunteered to host the winter Regional HRC meeting and asked for meeting date suggestions.  Commissioners recommended holding the Regional HRC meeting after the MLK Brunch, possibly at Tempe’s scheduled HRC meeting date, Tuesday, February 12, 2014.
E. SAVE THE DATE – Unity Walk – Saturday, February 1, 2014, 10 a.m.    
Commissioner Espinoza highlighted the article in the commissioner’s newspaper clipping packet this month done by Commissioner Swiecki, entitled “Census: 1 in 5 marriages has foreign-born spouse”.  In those households of mixed-nativity (the term used by the census for bi-racial marriages), one in four are of Spanish or Latin descent.
Commissioner Espinoza shared a recent article by Phil Austin reporting the annual U.S. Hispanic purchasing power exceeds $1 trillion.  Phil Austin is the chairman of the East Valley Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  

Commissioner Espinoza invited commissioners to an October 10, 2013 open house celebrating Mesa’s first Latino Councilmember, David Luna.  Dee will send out invitation specifics to commissioners tomorrow via e-mail.
Next HRC Meeting – November 12, 2013

Motion made by Commissioner Calender to adjourn the meeting.

Second by Commissioner Morales
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Prepared by: Dee Hodson

Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti
__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
