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Minutes of the HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION held on Tuesday, October 14, 2014,
6:00 P.M. at City Hall, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 31 East Fifth Street, Tempe, Arizona.

(MEMBERS) Present:
(MEMBERS) Absent:


Hannah Auckland 
Belinda Chiu

Don Calender
Isabel Hochhaus 

Kathy Dietz
Thaddeus Swiecki         

Armando Espinoza 

Peter Hodgson 

Frank Morales 

Jeanne Powers

Jay Scherotter

Diversity Staff Present:
Guests Present:


Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
None
Dee Hodson, Diversity Office Assistant


Meeting convened at 6:05 P.M.
Agenda Item 1 – Public Appearances

None
Agenda Item 2 - Consideration of Minutes:  HRC – September 9, 2014 Minutes (Motion Required)
September 9, 2014, HRC Commission Minutes

Motion made by Commissioner Morales to ACCEPT minutes.

Second by Commissioner Dietz.
Minutes unanimously APPROVED.

Agenda Item 3 – Diversity Grant Direction

Commissioners reviewed a memo from Tempe Community Council’s (TCC) Caterina Mena entitled 2015 Diversity Unity Grant Options.  The memo explains a 2015 reserve balance of $9,300 and offers the commissioners four options regarding the remaining funds.  

Rosa explained she had received a call from Tempe’s Kyrene Middle School teacher, Jadeen Bower.  Ms. Bowers, inquired if the Unity Grants could possibly be expanded to include Tempe middle schools instead of just Tempe High Schools.  Rosa added that if the Commissioners decided to propose the addition of middle schools to TCC that would widen the application pool.  

Commissioner Scherotter confirmed the Challenge Day program offers a middle school program.  Commissioner Scherotter added that it might be helpful to offer a briefing to middle school administrators regarding the Unity Grant application process including a description of Challenge Day.  Commissioners wondered if the City allowed for the entire amount to be rolled over to 2016.  Rosa will confirm that none of the funds would be lost if commissioners choose “Option 3: Roll-over reserve to 2016 process”.

Commissioners asked about using Unity Grant funding for future Challenge Day programs.  Commissioner Scherotter said he hopes Challenge Day programming will be continued but wants to experience the scheduled January 2015 programs before making a final decision.    Commissioner Espinoza suggested inviting representatives from the City of Tempe, Tempe high schools and Tempe middle schools to view the January 2015 Challenge Days.  

Commissioners wondered if it was time to revamp the application process so extra funds would not be a concern in the future.  Commissioner Calender asked if the programming must take place during the same fiscal year.  Rosa replied that yes, it did.  Rosa added that she could ask Tempe’s Procurement Administrator, Michael Greene, to look at the current RFP and include wording addressing the needs of the HRC in regards to Challenge Day funding and possibly adding Tempe middle schools.  
Motion made by Commissioner Calender to propose Option 3: Roll-over 2015 reserve balance $9,300 to the 2016 process.

Second by Commissioner Hodgson.
Motion unanimously APPROVED.

The consensus was that Commissioners would like to expand to include Tempe middle schools.  The question was raised regarding the current wording regarding charter schools.  Commissioners Auckland said she would prefer to be conservative on the first expansion.  The first expansion could be to include middles schools within Tempe City boundaries and then adding charter schools could be addressed at a future date.
Motion made by Commissioner Calender to expand the Diversity Unity Grants to middle schools as well as high schools within the Tempe Union High School District, Tempe Elementary School District and Kyrene School District within Tempe City limits.  

Second by Commissioner Auckland.
Motion unanimously APPROVED.

Commissioner Scherotter asked to confirm HRC will be involved in reviewing and recommending changes to the Unity Grant RFP.  Rosa asked which commissioners would be interested in attending a future meeting with TCC and Michael Greene to review the RFP.  Commissioners Hodgson, Powers and Scherotter asked to be invited.  
Agenda Item 4 – Challenge Day Update – Jay Scherotter 

Commissioner Scherotter confirmed that the January 2015 Challenge Days scheduled at McClintock and Marco de Niza High Schools are moving forward.  Lunches are being confirmed and a coordinating meeting with the high school administrators will be scheduled for final confirmations.  

Rosa asked to meet to discuss the press arrangements and the Challenge Day invitation list. Commissioner Scherotter said there are so many teachers interested in volunteering at the Challenge Day programs, there will likely not be any other volunteers required.  Commissioner Scherotter conveyed to the Challenge Day personnel that he would still require a couple of volunteer spots to include Tempe officials.  Challenge Days will be held at McClintock High School on Wednesday, January 21, 2015 and at Marcos de Niza High School on Thursday, January 22, 2015.  

Agenda Item 5 – Faith Group Focus – Kathy Dietz

Commissioner Dietz passed out a “Proposal for a Forum of Tempe’s Faith-based Leaders” explaining the idea had come during the Ramadan dinner at the August 2014 HRC meeting held at the Sahara Restaurant.  The purpose of Commissioner Dietz’s proposal is “to provide an opportunity for Tempe’s Faith-based (religious) leaders to come together and to share their views and concerns on life in our community for the purpose of furthering mutual understanding and acceptance.”  Commissioner Dietz said she would like to have Atheists represented in the forum and asked commissioners for suggestions of religious leaders to contact.    

Commissioners Scherotter brought up the fact that Tempe currently has an Inter-faith council named T.E.A.M. Tempe. Commissioners asked what different focus a HRC forum would offer that T.E.A.M. isn’t already providing.  Commissioner Espinoza explained the forum would be a way to outreach and provide information to the community.  Commissioner Dietz said a forum sponsored by the City of Tempe would command a higher level of respect from the community.  Commissioner Espinoza asked if the City of Tempe as a municipality is able to sponsor a religious conversation.  Commissioner Dietz explained she had a conversation with Tempe’s City Attorney, Judi Baumann, at the Ramadan dinner, who said she saw no problem with HRC presenting a religious forum.  

Commissioner Dietz said that Mohammed Zubair is very supportive of an inter-faith forum and hoped he would be involved in the project.  Commissioner Dietz asked commissioners to think more about the possibility of an inter-faith forum.  Commissioner Scherotter suggested sharing information regarding T.E.A.M. with Mohammed.  Rosa explained that previous HRC’s sponsored community conversations and were held twice a year.  They involved a panel of experts on topics pertinent to the community.  
Agenda Item 6 - Diversity Department Update – Rosa Inchausti

           A.  MLK Update
           Commissioner Dietz reported on a recent meeting she had attended with Ginny Belousek about 

           planning 2015’s MLK event.  The critical planning element was the event location due to a conflict 

           the Tempe Buttes has with Tempe’s usual MLK date.  Consequently, the event will be changed to 

           Tempe Mission Palms on the evening of Saturday, January 17, 2015.  The event will increase in 

           price to approximately $10.00 per person with a cash bar.  The next step is getting speaker 

           ideas from the commissioners.  Commissioners’ suggestions included Krysten Sinema, Neil 

           Giuliano and possibly a sports figure.  Commissioners are asked to send Ginny any additional 

           speaker ideas. 

Rosa explained the next normally scheduled HRC meeting, November 11, 2014 is on Veteran’s Day and the City will be closed.  Commissioners decided to move the meeting to Tuesday, November 18, 2014.   
Next HRC Meeting – November 18, 2014  
Motion made by Commissioner Calender to adjourn meeting.

Second by Commissioner Dietz.
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Prepared by: Dee Hodson

Reviewed by: Rosa Inchausti
__________________________________

Rosa Inchausti, Diversity Director
