
  
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF TEMPE Meeting Date:  05/14/2019 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION  Agenda Item:  04 
 

 
ACTION:    Request approval for a Use Permit to allow a community garden for ERHARDT PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN, 
located at 4003 South Evergreen Road. The applicant is Ryan Companies. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:    N/A 
 

RECOMMENDATION:    Staff – Approve, subject to conditions   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:    ERHARDT PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN (PL190012) is located in on the southwest 
corner of the intersection of East Riviera Drive and South Evergreen Road adjacent to the Friendship Village Senior Living 
complex. The garden will be along the central northern border of the park running and occupy 35,262 square feet on the 
existing Erhardt Park. The request includes the following: 
  

ZUP190006 Use Permit to allow a community garden.  

  

 

Property Owner  City of Tempe 

Applicant Nicole Darling, Ryan Companies 

Zoning District R1-6 

Site Area 283,140 s.f. 

Building Area 35,262 s.f. 

Structure Area 1,228 s.f. 

Lot Coverage 3.5%  

Hours of Operation 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Daily 

 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:    Development Project File 

 
 
STAFF CONTACT(S):  Blake Schimke, Planning Technician (480) 350-8245 
 
Department Director:  Chad Weaver, Community Development Director  
Legal review by:  N/A 
Prepared by:  Blake Schimke, Planning Technician 
Reviewed by: Steve Abrahamson, Principal Planner  
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COMMENTS   
The proposed community garden has been designed to provide a number of amenities to the neighbors and residents of 
Friendship Village. The garden is proposing raised planter beds, at-grade planting beds, several shade structures, tool 
sheds, as well as composting and rain water harvesting areas.  
 
On site there is a proposed restroom area utilizing a portable restroom facility. The Tempe Zoning and Development code 
does not require a restroom facility onsite and therefore if one is being proposed it needs to be a fixed facility with plumbing 
and a foundation per building code.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
To date, staff has received one phone call of inquiry.  
   
USE PERMIT 
The proposed use requires a Use Permit to allow a community garden within the R1-6 zoning district. 
 
Section 6-308(E) Approval criteria for Use Permit (in italics) and Section 3-427(C) Approval Criteria for a Community Garden: 
 

1. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic; The proposed use will be available to those who live in 
Friendship Village as well as the surrounding neighborhood. Traffic is expected to be normal or slightly above 
ambient conditions for those utilizing the garden. The majority of the garden users will be residents from the 
Friendship Village Community and from the immediate surrounding neighborhoods. Therefore, the main form of 
transportation to and from the garden is highly anticipated to be by foot.  

 

2. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat or glare at a level exceeding 
that of ambient conditions; This proposed use is not expected to create a nuisance above ambient condition. The 
facility will be locked and monitored by on site staff from Friendship Village.  

 
3. Contribution to the deterioration of the neighborhood or to the downgrading of property values, which is in conflict 

with the goals, objectives or policies for rehabilitation, redevelopment or conservation as set forth in the city’s 
adopted plans or General Plan; The use is expected to increase the value and contribute to the neighborhood. This 
use is a part of the City of Tempe’s Park improvement and is in line with the City’s plan for the park and 
neighborhood. 

 

4. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses; The Community Garden will be located in an existing 
City of Tempe park and is compatible with its immediate surrounding areas.  

 

5. Adequate control of disruptive behavior both inside and outside the premises which may create a nuisance to the 
surrounding area or general public; The proposed garden will have onsite staff members provided by Friendship 
Village as well as provide a daily onsite manager for the operating hours of the park. With these provisions staff 
believes that the site will have adequate control over disruptive behavior on and outside the premises.  
 

6. Compatibility with existing surroundings as it relates to the size of the community garden; The park is located on a 
35,262 square foot portion of a 6.5-acre park. It is anticipated to be compatible with the existing park and is 
expected to bring value to the existing park.  
 

7. Adequate accessibility to the site and for public parking within the vicinity, which does not create a nuisance to 
the surrounding area or general public; The park will be open to the surrounding neighbors and the residents of 
Friendship Village and therefore foot traffic is to be the most expected. Parking on street is available to those 
who want to access the park or the garden via a vehicle. The garden site will have ADA accessibility all 
throughout providing planters and access to all of the benefits of the garden.  
 

8. Evaluation of acceptable hours/days of operation, including outdoor retailing of produce; The garden will be open 
to residents matching the hours of Erhardt Park – 6AM to 10:00PM. 
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9. Evaluation of acceptable products sold on-site; There will be no sales onsite. 
 
REASONS FOR APPROVAL: 
Based on the information provided by the applicant, the public input received, and the above analysis staff supports approval 
of the requested Use Permit. This request meets the required criteria and will conform to the conditions. 

 
SHOULD AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION BE TAKEN ON THIS REQUEST, THE FOLLOWING NUMBERED CONDITIONS OF 
APPROVAL SHALL APPLY, BUT MAY BE AMENDED BY THE DECISION-MAKING BODY.  

  
CONDITION(S) OF APPROVAL: 

 
1. The Use Permit is valid only after a Building Permit has been obtained, the required inspections have been 

completed and a Final Inspection has been passed. As part of the Building Permit process, on-site storm water 
retention may be required to be verified or accomplished on this Site.  
 

2. The Use Permit is valid for the plans as submitted within this application. Any additions or modifications may be 
submitted for review during the building plan check process. 
 

3. All required Federal, State, County, and Municipal permits, licenses, and clearances shall be obtained or the Use 

Permit is void. 

 
4. If there are any complaints arising from the Use Permit that are verified by a consensus of the complaining party 

and the City Attorney’s office, the Use Permit will be reviewed by City staff to determine the need for a public 
hearing to re-evaluate the appropriateness of the Use Permit, which may result in termination of the Use Permit. 
 

5. Hours of operation to mirror Erhardt Park on a daily basis – 6:00 AM to 10:00 PM.  
 

6. Any restroom facility to be constructed needs to be a permanent facility with plumbing and a foundation 
and completed with the first phase.  

CODE/ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS: 
THE BULLETED ITEMS REFER TO EXISTING CODE OR ORDINANCES THAT PLANNING STAFF OBSERVES ARE PERTINENT TO THIS CASE. 
THE BULLET ITEMS ARE INCLUDED TO ALERT THE DESIGN TEAM AND ASSIST IN OBTAINING A BUILDING PERMIT AND ARE NOT AN 

EXHAUSTIVE LIST. 
 
▪ The Use Permit is valid for ERHARDT PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN and may be transferable to successors in interest 

through an administrative review with the Community Development Director, or designee. 
 

▪ Any intensification or expansion of use shall require a new Use Permit. 
 

BASIS OF BUILDING HEIGHT: Measure height of buildings from top of curb at a point adjacent to the center of the front 
property line. 
 
CIVIL ENGINEERING: 

• Coordinate site layout with Utility provider(s) to provide adequate access easement(s). 

• Clearly indicate property lines, the dimensional relation of the buildings to the property lines and the separation of 
the buildings from each other. 

• Verify location of any easements, or property restrictions, to ensure no conflict exists with the site layout or 
foundation design. 

• 100-year onsite retention required for this property, coordinate design with requirements of the Engineering 
Department. 

 
SOLID WASTE SERVICES: 
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• Contact Public Works Sanitation Division to verify that vehicle maneuvering and access to the enclosure is 
adequate.  Refuse staging, collection and circulation must be on site; no backing onto or off of streets, alleys or 
paths of circulation. 

• Develop strategy for recycling collection and pick-up from site with Sanitation.  Roll-outs may be allowed for 
recycled materials.  Coordinate storage area for recycling containers with overall site and landscape layout. 

   
PARKING SPACES: 

• Verify conformance of accessible vehicle parking to the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Code of Federal 
Regulations Implementing the Act.  Refer to Building Safety ADA Accessible Parking Spaces Marking/Signage on 
Private Development details. 

• At parking areas, provide demarcated accessible aisle for disabled parking.   

• Distribute bike parking areas nearest to main entrance(s).  Provide parking loop/rack per standard detail T-578.  
Provide 2’-0” by 6’-0” individual bicycle parking spaces.  One loop may be used to separate two bike parking 
spaces. Provide clearance between bike spaces and adjacent walkway to allow bike maneuvering in and out of 
space without interfering with pedestrians, landscape materials or vehicles nearby. 
 

ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT CODE: 

• Specific requirements of the Zoning and Development Code (ZDC) are not listed as a condition of approval but 
will apply to any application.  To avoid unnecessary review time and reduce the potential for multiple plan check 
submittals, become familiar with the ZDC.  Access the ZDC through www.tempe.gov/zoning or purchase from 
Community Development. 

 
LIGHTING: 

• Design site security light in accordance with requirements of ZDC Part 4 Chapter 8 (Lighting) and ZDC Appendix E 
(Photometric Plan). 

• Indicate the location of all exterior light fixtures on the site, landscape and photometric plans.  Avoid conflicts 
between lights and trees or other site features in order to maintain illumination levels for exterior lighting. 

 
LANDSCAPE: 

• Trees shall be planted a minimum of 16’-0” from any existing or proposed public utility lines. The tree planting 
separation requirements may be reduced to no less than 8’-0” from utility lines upon the installation of a linear root 
barrier. Per Detail T-460, the root barrier shall be a continuous material, a minimum of 0.08” thick, installed to a 
minimum depth of 4’-0” below grade. The root barrier shall extend 6’-0” on either side of the tree parallel to the utility 
line for a minimum length of 12’-0”.  Final approval is subject to determination by the Public Works, Water Utilities 
Division. 

• Prepare an existing plant inventory for the site and adjacent street frontages.  The inventory may be prepared by the 
Landscape Architect or a plant salvage specialist.  Note original locations and species of native and “protected” 
trees and other plants on site.  Move, preserve in place, or demolish native or “protected” trees and plants per State 
of Arizona Agricultural Department standards.  File Notice of Intent to Clear Land with the Agricultural Department.  
Notice of Intent to Clear Land form is available at https://agriculture.az.gov/plantsproduce/native-plants.  Follow the 
link to “applications to move a native plant” to “notice of intent to clear land”. 

 
SIGNS: Separate plan review process is required for signs in accordance with requirements of ZDC Part 4 Chapter 9 (Signs).   
Refer to www.tempe.gov/signs. 

 
DUST CONTROL:  Any operation capable of generating dust, include, but not limited to, land clearing, earth moving, 
excavating, construction, demolition and other similar operations, that disturbs 0.10 acres (4,356 square feet) or more shall 
require a dust control permit from the Maricopa County Air Quality Department (MCAQD).  Contact MCAQD at 
http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/.  
 
ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT CODE REFERENCE:  
Section 3-102 Permitted Uses in Residential Districts 
Section 3-427 Community Gardens 

http://www.tempe.gov/zoning
https://agriculture.az.gov/plantsproduce/native-plants
http://www.tempe.gov/signs
http://www.maricopa.gov/aq/
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Section 4-202 Development Standards for Residential Districts 
Section 6-308 Use Permit  



 

 
 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT FILE 
for 

ERHARDT PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN 
PL190012 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Location Map 

2. Aerial 

3. Letter of Explanation 

4. Site Plan 

5. Landscape Plan  

6. Hardscape Plan 

7. Ramada Elevations & Details 

  



City of Tempe, Community Development Department, Enterprise GIS
Group

General Industrial District (GID)
Commercial Shopping and Services (CSS)

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! Planned Commercial Center Neighborhood (PCC-1)
Residential/Office (RO)
Agricultural (AG)
Single-Family Residential (R1-6)

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! Single-Family Residential (R1-4)
Multi-Family Residential (R-2)

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! Multi-Family Residential Restricted (R-3R)

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! ! ! Multi-Family Residential Limited (R-3)
Multi-Family Residential General (R-4)
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